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CATHOLICISM AND FREEDOM 
l. THE FEELING FOR RELIGION 


Rafael Sanchez-Guerra 


Religious feeling is not a spiritual intranquility of 
modern times. It is so ancient that one could not be- 
gin to search for its earliest origins. In my opinion 
it must have been born in a spontaneous way in 
primitive man, perhaps in the stone age, perhaps 
earlier. On the day that man, the caveman, first 
heard a clap of thunder, was dazed by a flash of 
lightning or dumbfounded by the eruption of a vol- 
cano, on that day he must have sensed the existence 
of a power above which could effortlessly crush him 
at its will. That recognition of a Supreme Being 
must have been the beginning of religious feeling; 
it was then that man, humbled and subdued, first 
began to worship; and in his ignorance he wor- 
shipped the celestial bodies: the sun, the moon, the 
stars .. 

Little by little from these early beginnings grew 
the various religions that exist today, more or less 
extensively, among all the peoples of the world. 
Where cultures are still on a primitive level religion 
is rudimentary, while in the more civilized nations 
one believes in something—in God, in Mohammed, 
in Allah, in Buddha; an image, or simply a clay 
or stone idol becomes the symbol and repository of 
a faith. That is what religion is, in synthesis, and 
that is why its force is so tremendous; to try to op- 
pose it is insane and to try to retard its progress as 
foolish and ingenuous as to try to hold back time 
by stopping the hands of one’s watch. 

*% * * 


The strength of the Church (and now I am re- 
ferring specifically to the Catholic Church, and, 
hence, to the Christian religion), to which I belong 
and serve with the fervor of the true believer, is 
so great that kings and emperors have bowed to it. 
Even Napoleon, proud and haughty as are few 
figures in history, was not satisfied with his military 
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victories until he received the accolade of the 
Church in his solemn public coronation by the Pope 
in Notre Dame de Paris. Why this Napoleonic ob- 
session? Quite simply because, aside from being a 
military genius, the Emperor of France had an acute 
political sense. 

In Spain the Church pervades our entire history: 
the Councils of Toledo, wars against the Moors, Holy 
Crusades, Courts, the discovery of the Americas, re- 
gency of Cardinal Cisneros. When the great Cardinal 
heaved his last sigh in Rome Spain’s vast horizon 
was filled with grandeur and then the Church was 
at its fullest and most unsurpassed flowering. It was 
then that its expansive and universal genius initiated 
its tireless labor of civilization in the new continents 
discovered by Columbus . . . And as the strength 
of the Church grew it acquired ever greater dimen- 
sions. Why? Because its power was immense, its cul- 
tural means enormous. The Church taught. It owned 
the best and rarest manuscripts and codices. It helped 
the needy, cared for the sick, succoured the destitute; 
it even granted asylum to criminals. It held sway 
over civic life from the cradle to the tomb, from 
baptism to interment, ennobling and dignifying with 
the Holy Sacrament that most fundamental of all 
partnerships: matrimony. 

But the years and centuries passed,—years and 
centuries must of necessity pass rapidly in this ar- 
ticle—and the Church, which was at its peak, which 
had created nations and monarchs, which was all- 
powerful, all-embracing, and which, furthermore, 
was loved and respected by all, or by almost all, be- 
gan to decline in Spain. And the blame for its de- 
cline lay exclusively with the men who served and 
represented it, or at least (one must try to be fair), 
with some of these men. If the Church did not col- 
lapse entirely it was only because of the enormous 
strength of its magnificent evangelical doctrine 
which prevailed in spite of the lack of dexterity and 
deference of those who made an ostentation of its 
earthly representation. 

No, the immediate servants of the Church have 
not been adept; as a Catholic it pains me to have 
to admit it. In not wishing to authorize any progress 
other than that of the Church, in not tolerating any 
truths other than its own truths, in not consenting 
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to talk with those not previously submitted to its 
domination they have made a deplorable mistake .. . 
A deplorable mistake which I criticize because to 
criticize is not to stop loving, though it might seem 
so, and affection, true affection, should never be 
measured by continuous praise. A deplorable mistake 
for which many faithful and understanding and 
tolerant Catholics have had to pay, and we have had 
to pay unjustly. A deplorable mistake which still con- 
tinues but which, in my opinion, could easily be cor- 
rected, and which must be corrected some day, for 
the good of all... 

Little by little this incomprehensible and suicidal 
narrowness of one ecclesiastical sector, perhaps the 
smallest but the most powerful, began to drag the 
Church down to its decadence and ruin. And then 
the logical though absurd phenomenon resulted: re- 
ligious intolerance. Spain was plunged into wars of 
a purely religious nature; then came the Inquisition, 
and they tried to exorcize the demons from the body 
of a poor degenerate and idiot king. No longer was 
the Church what it had once been: protective, cor- 
dial, hospitable, charitable, indulgent . . . Now its 
brow became furrowed and it inspired terror and 
panic. Its own sons were persecuted, even the most 
illustrious among them: Santa Teresa, Fray Luis 
de Leon, Padre Mariana. Were the greatest minds, 
the most illustrious writers of the period to receive 
due recognition they had to belong to religious orders, 
and so we see Lope de Vega, Tirso de Molina and 
Calderon all garbed in cassocks. One rebel who 
would not give in, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, 
had a pretty rough time of it. 

Now let us take another historical stride and we 
come to the 19th century. There, right over the 
deathbed of another criminal and perjuring king, the 
Church was inflaming the fanaticism of a mediocre 
Infante who wished to succeed to the throne, and 
then came the Carlist wars. The clergy took a very 
decided stand on the side of the Pretendent: the 
Churches served as arsenals and countersigns were 
issued from the sacristies. The priests became war- 
riors and many went to war in their long robes. From 
Rome, whence should have come rebukes, dismissals 
and good rule, came instead blessings and encourage- 
ment. The voice of Christ was heard no longer. ““My 
kingdom is not of this world,’ said the sublime 
martyr of Golgotha, but his earthly representatives 
aspired to rule in this world. 

The years run by again and almost before we 
know it we are in July, 1936, in the Spanish Repub- 
lic, the Republic of my loves, my struggles, my 
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memories . . . With Franco’s military rebellion a 
capricious line of destiny divided Spain into two 
geographical divisions, the “National Zone’’ and the 
“Republican Zone”—which were far from reflecting 
the ideas and adherences of the people within these 
zones. There were however one social class and one 
idea which, with the exception of the Basque re- 
gion and a few honorable individuals, were entirely 
on the side of the rebels: the class was the clergy; 
the idea, religion. Why? Because of that endemic 
malady of Spain: that the priests and the Church 
exceed their own true functions; that an influence 
which should be dedicated exclusively to the cause 
of eternal salvation is perverted into a_ political 
weapon . . . And the priests hurled the fuel of re- 
ligious fervor into the great conflagration so as to 
make it burn all the brighter. 

This was a great error and an obtuseness on the 
part of the Church because, whatever characteristics 
our tragic civil war may have had—social, economic 
or political—it was never a religious war. The people 
fought only for their freedom; they were not so 
dullwitted as to believe that God was their enemy, 
or that he could possibly be their enemy. If some 
extremists in the Republican ranks tried to inculcate 
such ideas among the people then it was done with 
evil intentions, deliberately avoiding the truth. No! 
How could the creator of the world, later personified 
in Christ, declare himself their enemy? How could 
He who chose to be followed by the poor, to be sur- 
rounded by fishermen, how could He who rebelled 
against the money lenders in the temple declare him- 
self an enemy of the working people, of those who 
“earn their daily bread by the sweat of their brows’? 
No. The people knew perfectly well what they could 
rely on and I am quite sure that they never be- 
lieved God to be on the side of the rebels. 

But the Church was on the side of the rebels, and 
I repeat that it made a tremendous mistake in tak- 
ing sides in an armed conflict once again in our 
history. Once again that most beatific of institutions, 
the genuine embodiment of the beautiful words of 
the Divine Teacher, “Love one another”, obligated 
to do everything within its power to promote peace 
among brothers, transformed itself into a belligerent. 
What lack of feeling it showed, and above ail, 
what lack of love, of Christian charity! And _ this 
belligerent position taken by the Church drastically 
alienated it from popular feeling, from that spiritual 
commonwealth among the poorer classes of Spain 
which it might have had and which it is absolutely 
necessary that it regain. 
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For a thousand reasons, some very ancient and 
some very recent, reconciliation between the Church 
and the Spanish people seems difficult if not im- 
possible to many. Not to me. I am an optimist, and 
I firmly believe that reconciliation between the 
people and the Church is essential and must be at- 
tempted. The Catholic men of Spain, particularly 
the Republican and liberal Catholics, have the sa- 
cred duty of achieving this reconciliation. How? By 
means of an importunate and incessant oral and 
written propaganda, advising people to forget the 
injuries that they have endured, and that one can 
not go on thinking in terms of the persecution of 
men or ideas. At the same time one must speak 
with these “warrior priests”, or with the priests of 
the interior of Spain in general and try to show 
them where their duty lies and what is most ex- 
pedient for them in terms of the future. 


To those already spiritually formed, be they ag- 
nostics or atheists, religion, the true Christian reli- 
gion, is no menace. But this conviction must be con- 
veyed to the masses. We Spanish Catholics should di- 
rect all our efforts toward this, but it will be neces- 
sary for the Church to help us a little too. In the 
future the clergy will have to limit itself to teaching 
and practicing the true evangelical doctrines, just 
as it does in France and in many other countries. It 
is necessary that the Church revert to her own spe- 
cific mission . . . and when she has divorced herself 
completely from all reactionary and dictatorial poli- 
tics then the people, the long suffering Spanish 
people, nurtured through the centuries on that pro- 
found religious feeling of which I spoke before, will 
once again render it love and respect as they once 
did in that long gone era of the veritable and mag- 
nificent splendor of the Church. 


BEHIND THE CROSS. THE DEVIL 


The black machinations of the inquisitorial clique "Opus Dei" 
perpetuate and aggravate the oppression of the Spanish people. 


Miguel Sanchez-Mazas 


As with certain animals that live and flourish beneath 
the surface of the earth, “Opus Dei” is harmed by 
the light of day. A race of human moles, designed to 
fight in the dark with unseen and anonymous blows, 
it is however dazed and blinded when discovered 
and forced out into the open. The slightest move to- 
wards clarity places its initiates, the most sly and 
cunning sacristans ever known to man, in a dilemma, 
as is the case now that “Opus Dei” has emerged from 
the shadows to openly occupy some of the key poli- 
tical offices in this last, unnerved stage of the Franco 
regime. 

Already the plaster of the brotherhood’s whitened 
sepulchers has begun to crack, permitting the world 
a glimpse of its nefarious inner workings: sectarian 
intrigue, repulsive coercions, strange business transac- 
tions, base calumnious denunciations reminiscent of 
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the “Bocca del Leone” of Venice in the sixteenth 
century, all aimed at brave and honorable Spaniards 
who must pay with persecution, imprisonment, pro- 
fessional reprisals and forced exile for their crimes 
of being “liberals”, ‘““Europeanists”, or simply not suf- 
ficiently pious according to the criteria of the pious 
brotherhood. 

After so many years of slow, painstaking, noc- 
turnal strategy—the candor of the dove and the 
guile of the serpent—the political clan of the priestly 
society has for once acted hastily, perhaps too hastily. 
In their fear of seeing their moral, social, economic 
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and political control of this poor Spain, destined to 
a perennial changing of the guard of greedy caudillos 
and oligarchies, snatched right from their hands, 
some of the more impulsive brethren said to them- 
selves: “Now or never!” So, after a long drawn out 
governmental crisis precipitated by the priestly so- 
ciety itself with its initial denunciation of “liberals” 
in the government which it submitted to Franco in 
November, 1955, official power was finally offered 
it on a platter, so to speak, in February, 1957. For 
by then Franco had no choice; by then the govern- 
mental crisis had gone so far that only the sectarian 
organization with its traditionalist and theocratic at- 
tributions and its secret procedures, discipline and 
skill at propaganda could prop up, temporarily, at 
least, the sagging dictatorial-oligarchical system, so 
seriously undermined by waves of general discontent. 

Since February “Opus Dei” has steadily gained in 
social and financial power, but in the long run the 
limelight of open participation in the government 
may well prove fatal for the organization of religious 
warriors. Already its secret denunciations and vile 
coercive practices have become public knowledge, so 
that by today it has acquired what could be quite 
bluntly described as a bad odor among the people. 
For how can word of incessant persecutions be en- 
tirely stilled? In just a few months that which was 
once but rumors of tortuous machinations or, at most, 
a secret nightmare of the small inner circles of Span- 
ish politics, has now grown into a powerful and col- 
lective certainty, a loud and fearful “Vox Populi’. 
“Voice of the people, voice of God!” says a refrain 
that is as old as time. Here is what this voice of the 
people is saying today: 

There is a secret organization, daily more prosper- 
ous and feared, allegedly dedicated to the ‘“Apos- 
tolate” and “Salvation of Souls” but in reality de- 
dicated exclusively to the absolute control of the 
press, of high political offices, of the boards of di- 
rectors of big companies, of University faculties (by 
applying pressure on the examination boards that 
pass on competitive candidates for professorial 
chairs), in a word, to the pursuit of all that is sig- 
nified by “worldly power”, so remote from the Fran- 
ciscanism which it would feign. Its members infil- 
trate everywhere and back each other under every 
circumstance; they intrigue night and day against 
the freedom, harmony and well-being of the Span- 
ish people by means of secret denunciations, olympic 
condemnations and strange financial and _ political 
maneuvers. 

All of these sinister activities are but part of a 
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preparation for an attempt at absolute government 
by an inquisitorial clique operating under the man- 
tle of piety and charity, which, if it is permitted to 
triumph, would succeed in stifling for a long time to 
come the few hopes still harbored by the Spanish 
people of recovering a little freedom, of achieving 
more equitable conditions of life, when the present 
regime has ended. The strange organization that op- 
perates in these ways calls itself “Opus Dev’. 

The society’s members circulate in Spain and else- 
where as laymen, regardless of their religious vows. 
They have sumptuous Residences everywhere; they 
are exempt from taxation in our “Catholic” Spain; 
they travel in luxurious automobiles, eat in the best 
restaurants, call financiers, industrialists, landowners 
and cabinet ministers (when they have not attained 
that office themselves) by their first names; they 
are “cannonically” absolved for their abuses in re- 
turn for a strong and loyal support of their organi- 
zation, and then they hypocritically beat their breasts. 

How many times have we heard them try to justify 
themselves as follows: “As a collectivity we are dedi- 
cated exclusively to the ‘Apostolate’ and the ‘Wel- 
fare of Souls’, neither more nor less than are the 
“White Fathers’ in Africa, the Franciscans of the Far 
Eastern missions or the Sisters of Charity in the pub- 
lic hospitals. Only in ‘different ways’ . . . We trans- 
act financial or political matters as ‘individuals’ only, 
as ‘independent persons’, and only as such is re- 
sponsibility for our actions due.” 

How many times have we become indignant over 
such cynical distinctions on observing, in rude con- 
trast, the group coordination, the collective and sec- 
tarian style of these “Activities of individual respon- 
sibility” of which one of the society’s high priests, 
Florentino Pérez Embid, spoke to me with singular 
emphasis hardly a year and a half ago when he was 
occupying the office of Director General of Pro- 
paganda! 

And what about these “different ways” of apostle- 
ship? By now thousands of Spaniards know only too 
well that these “ways” include frequent contacts and 
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a most cordial rapport with the police of Madrid 
and the provinces; continual allusions to the Civil 
War that is past and to those that will come if we 
“liberals” so much as raise our heads or cough, or 
if the stone-masons, railway workers or miners strive 
to eat meat occasionally and to house their children 
decently and send them to school; they include a 
constant cruel discrimination between the “more 
Catholic” and the “less Catholic” Spaniards. The or- 
gans or “parish leaflets” of this saintly organization 
are designed to serve these “different ways” by con- 
stantly trying to fan the flames of dissension between 
the “good” Spaniards and the “bad” ones, featuring 
articles with suggestive titles such as “A Hundred 
Years of Strife in the Spanish University” which ap- 
peared in serial form in various successive issues of 
the publication Moncloa, organ of the Residence of 


Moncloa, University citadel of “Opus Dei” in Ma- : 


drid, and which enumerated and castigated all the 
episodes of “liberal” orientation in an entire century 
of Spanish University life. 

These leaflets are replete with expressions of the 
greatest scorn, the most vindictive hatred, and are 
loaded with threats of persecution and extermina- 
tion which are quite remarkable, to say the least, as 
expressions of a “religious” organization whose man- 
date is in the name of Christian charity. And these 
threats are fulfilled, as countless University profes- 
sors, students and intellectuals can attest to whose 
names have passed within a very few days from the 
typewritten “Informes” of “Opus Dei’ directly onto 
the list of the latest arrests sent by the Direction Gen- 
eral of Security to the press! All of these are among 
the “different ways” of “Opus Dei’. 

In what sense might these men be considered 


enemy, but all the contrary: a deeper entrenchment 
of national divisions, the “iron hand” applied to 
“the others’ —in short, a perpetuation of the spirit 
of civil war. Never have they made one single ges- 
ture towards alleviating the fate of the politically per- 
secuted, of those incarcerated for so-called “Crimes 
of opinion”. Never have they tried to use their in- 
fluence towards affecting a moderation of the tyr- 
anny; on the contrary, they utilize their power to 
aggravate this tyranny by recommending “purging” 
operations to the tyrant, aiding and abetting him 
with their filthy dossiers of personal denunciations. 
How can individuals dedicated to such base pursuits 
expect to be treated as “Apostles”? 

And why, on the other hand, do they try to dis- 
guise themselves and stay under cover, especially 
when they have nothing to fear from the regime in 
power? 

“If they do no wrong, then they would not fear 
the light so much,” said the great Pope Clement VII 
in 1738, thereby condemning with this immortal 
phrase all masonries, past, present and future, black 
or white, whether they hide behind the square and 
compass or the Holy Cross. “Behind the Cross is, 
at times, the devil,” is a saying of our wise people. 
“Angel of Darkness, garbed as an Angel of Light” 
is the Biblical expression that should be applied to 
one who would perversely utilize religion for his 
own worldly ends, and who denounces, imprisons 
and otherwise persecutes those who stand in the way 
of his absolutist projects for total domination. 

The famous secret society of the past century which 
called itself “The Exterminating Angel” supported 
by similar ways the pious, absolutist and oppressive 
clique of Fernando VII. There always seem to be 
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members of a Christian, charitable and universal in- 
stitution? In none at all. Never have they been known 
to seek out the sick, to visit the poor, to speak 
mercifully to the imprisoned, to collect funds for the 
thousands of hungry unemployed and their families 
or to buy antibiotics for the many who are in such 
need of them and for whom the Health Insurance 
(Seguro de Enfermedad) can only provide cheaper 
remedies. If they collect funds they are for their 
own palatial Residences or their militant publications 
such as those of which we were speaking. Never are 
they heard to advocate the reconciliation of the Span- 
iards, the healing of hatreds, love of one’s former 
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“exterminating angels’, “crusaders of the faith”, 
eager to impose religion with the blades of their 
bayonets; there always seem to be sects that are well 
equipped to cram their own political brand of Ca- 
tholicism down the throats of “the bad ones”, in 


this poor Spain, who repeats herself ceaselessly, cen- 
tury after century! 


THE OTHER CATHOLICS 

But it can hardly be said that these “Catholics”, if 
one may call them that, are the only Catholics in 
Spain today. There are groups of liberal Catholics, 
especially in University circles, who are broadminded, 
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good companions and citizens, socially progressive 
and perfectly capable of coming to an understand- 
ing with all of their countrymen, regardless of their 
religion, class or ideology, in order to achieve a free 
nation at peace with itself, founded on principles of 
democratic harmony. 

There are Catholics who are Christian Democrats, 
Republicans, Socialists; in short, European Catholics, 
Catholics who are in tune with their times and who 
are confronting the spiritual and social problems of 
Spain and Europe today. But the terrible truth is 
that these Catholics are just as virulently attacked 
and persecuted as are the non-Catholics, at times 
even more so, because the “traditionalists” maintain 
that with their attitude of sincerity and openness the 
more “‘iberal’? Catholics are “playing the game of 
the enemy”. This explains why the repressions per- 
petrated against the young members of “Juventud 
Obrera Catélica”’ (“Catholic Youth Workers”) who 
participated in recent demonstrations for wage in- 
creases were more severe than those aimed at other 
worker groups. The imprisonments and brutal beat- 
ings of young Catholics in many parts of Spain, par- 
ticularly in the Basque region and Catalonia, oc- 
curred without the all-powerful members of “Opus 
Dei” so much as lifting their little fingers to miti- 
gate the blows inflicted by the police on the backs 
of their “brethren” and “Comrades of the Faith’. 

As one example of the difference between the situ- 
ation of the “integrist’’ or “traditionalist” Catholics 
of whom “Opus Dei’ is the elite and that of the 
“liberal or “popular” Catholics, we inform the read- 
er of a recent occurrence, the suspension of the week- 
ly Szgno, principle organ of the Spanish “Juventud 
de Accién Catolica” (“Youth of Catholic Action” ) 
as a result of an editorial published in its edition of 
June 22. We quote the following paragraphs from 
this editorial: 

“The economic conditions under which the im- 


mense majority of the working and middle class 
Spaniards live leave much to be desired. It is ab- 
solutely urgent and essential that a better distribution 
of income and an elevation of the standard of living 
be attained. 

“More effectively than through strict vigilance 
the communist danger can be combatted through re- 
specting to the utmost the rights of the individual, 
by their nature consubstantial and hence derived 
from God. No State that prides itself on acting in 
legal ways, with justice and in a Christian spirit can 
overlook these rights.” 

One need not enumerate the many other examples 
such as the imprisonment of the editorial staff of 
the Catholic magazine El Ciervo of Barcelona or the 
violent attacks against Sr. Aranguren, the Catholic 
professor of Ethics of the University of Madrid 
whom “Opus Dei’ brutally threatened in its review 
Punta Europa, or the inclusion of Fathers Llanos 
and Maranon, guilty of nothing more than of hav- 
ing concerned themselves with the lot of the poor, 
in the denunciation entitled “Anexo 15” submitted 
by “Opus Dei” to the police, for one to realize that 
there are two kinds of Catholics in Spain: the friends 
of “Opus Dei” who are granted every type of privi- 
lege and immunity, and those who, because of their 
liberal and human spirit, do not collaborate with 
“Opus Dei” and refuse to submit to it, and who as 
a result are denounced and persecuted even though 
they may be members of “Catholic Action”’ itself. 

Then of course there is a third group of Catholics 
who do not identify themselves with the “inquisi- 
tors” but who still weakly permit them to continue 
to act in the name of Catholicism . . . For it is not 
easy to oppose those who enjoy the favor of the 
tyrant and who can rely on the support of a formid- 
able police apparatus. 


In the University the situation has become so 
tense that the students, subjected to an odious vigil- 
ance and inquisition by the powerful clique of pro- 
fessors and students belonging to “Opus Dei’, re- 
solved to appeal collectively to the Hierarchy for 
help, or at least for it to state its position, once and 
for all, with respect to the “Holy Congregation” and 
its friends. In March of this year they submitted a 
long and well-formulated letter of collective com- 
plaints to the Bishop of Solsona, Secretary of the 
Spanish Episcopate. This letter, which has been pri- 
vately printed and circulated, included the follow- 
ing paragraphs: 

“In our daily contacts with Catholic comrades in 
the University halls we encounter diverse tendencies. 
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Minorities of students familiar with the social and po- 
litical doctrine of the Church, with whom the prin- 
ciple of dialogue and mutual respect is easily applied, 
contrast with other groups (including some members 
of organizations of Catholic Action) whose jealousy 
and bigotry and, above all, ignorance, are truly de- 
plorable. Such ignorance within the Church, and in 
persons immediately subordinate to the ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy, of the political attitude that a Christian 
is bound to adopt, causes a real impediment in our 
mutual relations. This impediment tends to leave a 
wide field of opportunities open to other groups of 
intolerants or fanaticals whose only interest is to in- 
volve Christianity in their own limited affairs. These 
groups are the following: 

“1, Those adhering to an ideology called “tradi- 
tionalism”, a strange historical relic of a system which 
preached the “War of extermination” or “Crusades 
of the faith” as a means of ending with certain un- 
avoidable and inexpendable elements in our national 
life. 

“2. Those submitted to the discipline of “Opus 
Dei,” a religious organization of growing influence 
within the Catholic world, whose politics of denun- 
ciations, falsification of the truth and instigation to 
violent repression has been one of the factors behind 
the present tension in the life of the university. And 
not unrelated to this tension are the facts that per- 
sons have been appointed to high political office and 
professorial chairs merely for the one attribute of 
being members of this organization, and that an or- 
ganized attack by these people against the former 
cabinet of the Franco dictatorship should have been 
possible.” 

Up to now these bitter and sincere complaints 
have been answered by silence. What is the Church 
in Spain thinking of? To what degree are its Hier- 
archs committed to these exterminating tendencies 
and to the tyrannical regime that they serve? How 
much longer will the Hierarchy continue to abandon 
those of their flock who are persecuted for telling 
the truth, for loving justice, for desiring peace and 
harmony? How much longer will they continue to 
turn away their faces from the poor, exploited, tyran- 
nized Spanish people, whose daily wage buys less 
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and less, but who may not even ask for one more 
slice of bread? 

In cases of extreme tension such as is that of 
Spain today, the Hierarchy has an obligation to speak 
out, to condemn excesses, oppression, unjust persecu- 
tion, above all against that which is cynically exer- 
cised in the name of “Catholicism.” Otherwise re- 
sponsibility could fall on the Church as a whole, 
without distinctions, and episodes could take place 
which all of us would like to avoid. 

Is the Hierarchy afraid of the dictatorial regime? 
Does it prefer the economic privileges conceded it 
by a hypocritical state to truth, to love of the people, 
to Christ’s command that it care for the poor and 
succour the needy? Is the Hierarchy abandoning its 
pastoral duties out of pettiness and fear? 

Do not our Bishops have The Lives of the Saints 
and Christian Annals at hand in their libraries so 
that they may consult the examples of their illus- 
trious predecessors who restrained the arms of other 
tyrants, starting, perhaps, with Saint Ambrosius, Bi- 
shop of Milan, who severely rebuked Emperor Theo- 
dosius (who, like Franco, had declared himself 
“Catholic’) for his severe repressions, even forbid- 
ding him access to the Cathedral? 

Does our Church prefer to go on condoning by its 
silence the spirit of the “Crusades of Extermination’, 
discrimination between Spaniards, the trampling of 
the most fundamental human rights proclaimed not 
only by the Charter of the United Nations but by the 
Holy Pontiffs themselves? 

If that is the case, then let it be prepared for 
the consequences, the dire consequences, that can 
not but fail to come. Let the Church not call out 
then for her “faithful flock” to save her, to save ec- 
clesiastical persons and belongings from the flames 
and lootings, because the “faithful flock” are tiring 
of her and will not respond. 

No, far better would it be to act now, before it is 
too late. Far better for the Church to condemn the 
abuses committed in her name; far better for her to 
condemn social injustice and tyranny and be on the 
side of the Spanish people, on the side of the poor 
who are suffering and in need of help, as she was 
imperiously charged to be by her founder, Christ. 
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THE HERITAGE OF JULY 18 


For 21 years now the red and black flag of the Fa- 
lange has been draped over all the merchandise of the 
regime. A “History” has been created, a mythology, 
rather, of the dauntless saviors of Spain. 

But time has passed. The few original Falangists 
whose blue shirts, anthems and “26 points” bolstered 
the facade of the rebellion, today are fathers of 
families. Some have good positions in the administra- 
tive apparatus of State. The most disillusioned ones, 
and a few who are conscious of the errors of their 
youth, are a part of the opposition. The author of 
the Falangist hymn, “Cara al Sol”, (“Face to the 
Sun”), spent this July 18 in the prison of Caraban- 
chel, and the “old shirts” or old guard Falangists 
Francisco Farreras and Gomez Santamaria cele- 
brated the 21st anniversary of their “uprising” in the 
prison of Barcelona. 

But these highly significant occurrences are only 
a part of an over-all plan. What we are witnessing is 
the liquidation of the Falange as a political party. 
The Caudillo himself has made this quite clear. His 
“Royal Order’ of July 20 relegates the Falange to 
the status of a “Movement,” deprived of all political 
doctrines; it defines the Falange as a “system of na- 
tional mobilization, of enthusiasm and allegiances.” 
The 18 national delegations to the Falange are re- 
duced to 9. Good-by to the brilliant delegations of 
Education and Culture, of Justice and Law, to the 
police-like delegation of “Information” and to so 
many others that made of the Falange a veritable 
State within a State! The SEU (Falangist Student 
Syndicate), war veterans and former prisoners of 
war, etc., are all casually lumped together into one 
“National Delegation of Associations.” As we have 
said, we are witnessing the liquidation of the Falange 
as a political party. The non-Falangist press makes 
this quite clear in its officially inspired editorials: 
“The re-organization of the central structure of the 
Movement reveals a clear-cut tendency to ‘national- 
ize, so to speak, the administrative organization of 
the Falange, thereby eliminating from it all that 
could denote exclusivity or partisanship.” 

This modification has been tenaciously pursued by 
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the Caudillo since the developments of February, 
1956. By the end of July not even those hundreds 
of young men who still believed in Sr. Arrese (former 
Secretary General of the Falange) last January 
seemed disposed to protest the order which in fact 
throws the Falange out into the street as though it 
were a servant worn out after twenty years of service. 

On the evening of July 27 I dined with two old 
Falangists who, when a bomb was hurled into the 
Falangist headquarters of Cuatro Caminos in 1945, 
took their blue shirts out of camphor and marched 
through the streets of Madrid shouting, with fists 
raised in the fascist salute. On this occasion one of 
them said to me, “I feel like putting on my blue shirt 
and going out into the street again to shout ‘Vivas’ 
for José Antonio (José Antonio Primo de Rivera, 
founder of the Falange) and the Syndicalist Revolu- 
tion, to see what would happen.” But he controlled 
his impulse. Why? Because now my friend is 43, he 
has a wife and three sons and a law practice which 
has enabled him to buy one of the four-horse-power 
cars being manufactured in Valladolid. Franco has 
speared a corpse. 

The great mass of Falangists, who became mem- 
bers after the end of the Civil War, did so for one 
of two reasons: out of personal opportunism or out 
of an ingenuous dream of social justice and patriot- 
ism. Those who joined for the first reason deserted 
the movement long ago. The others have either left 
the party or joined opposition groups. There remain 
the vertical syndicates of the Falange, it is true, and 
the government has faith in them. This means that 
it hopes to channelize in them the currents of “‘econ- 
omic and social” opposition, thereby leaving politics 
as the exclusive privilege of the Pardo Palace. 


A MONARCHY? 
Now it would appear that the famous “military up- 
rising’ only took place so that Spain could be a 
“Catholic and traditional kingdom,” and that mon- 
archists and requetés fought more and better in the 
Civil War than did the Falangists. In July the Cau- 
dillo ordered his so-called future “head of govern- 
ment,” Sr. Carrera Blanco, to launch a trial bal- 
loon in the Cortes, which went as follows: “Spain 
is and will continue to be a Catholic, Social and 
Representative Monarchy, and we should have com- 
plete confidence in the person whom the Caudillo 
will, when he considers it to be opportune, propose 
to the Cortes to occupy, in his day, the throne of 
Spain.” 

But evidently the Infante Juan Carlos did not care 
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for the sibylline words of Sr. Carrero Blanco, as he 
lost no time in declaring that he recognized no king 
other than his own father, and the latter denied ru- 
mors of secret negotiations with the present Chief of 
State. 

So now it would seem that after 21 years each has 
his own ideas of the spirit of the legendary 18th of 
July, but no one, with the exception of the obstinate 
Caudillo, wishes to be held responsible for the ac- 
tivities of state during these years. 


THE CROSS OF THE FALLEN 

And no one, with the exception of the Caudillo and 
his entourage, wishes to stir up the embers of a fire 
which futilely destroyed more than a million Span- 
iards. In this connection an article by Javier Martin 
Artajo, a brother of the former Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and an outstanding member of “Catholic 
Action,” which appeared in the newspaper Ya of 
Madrid, is significant. The author commemorates 
July 18 alone before the “Cross of the Fallen” in the 
Guadarrama Mountains: 

“And that which rests beneath the Cross of the 
Fallen is an entire generation of our people, im- 
molated as a sacrifice for a better country. ‘The Cross 
must shelter all who fell: those of the one side and 
those of the other, and those in the middle, because 
there can be no distinctions before the Cross. The 
Cross is the sign of redemption, and we all must 
be redeemed; those who sinned the most will be 
closer to the feet so that the redeeming blood may fall 
on them. 

“The Cross of the Valley of the Fallen will have 
to put an end to a tragic chapter of Spanish history, 
written in blood and signed purely and simply by this 
Cross . . . the body of a soldier should be buried in 
this tomb who is unknown to all except to God; the 
body of .a soldier who was left on some battlefield, 
on the plains of Brunete, on the shores of the Ebro, 
in Teruel . . . : a body of no one, which could con- 
tain the heart of all.” 

This attitude acquires significance when it is com- 
pared to the designs of the Caudillo. He has had a 
Pharoah-like crypt constructed in the Valley of the 
Fallen, Pharoah-like in its dimensions, that is, but 
not in its execrable taste. There he plans to sleep 
eternally, but in the company of the “good” fallen 
ones only, because to him the classification of the 
“good” and the “bad”’ is not limited to earthly police 
matters but transcends the tomb. The megalomaniacal 
construction, which has cost more millions than the 
vastest enterprises of the I.N.I. (the state controlled 
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Institutio Nacional de Industria) regardless of the 
fact that prison labor was used to a great extent, 
has been kept in the semi-secret so typical of the 
Spain of today. It was known that the Caudillo had 
planned to inaugurate the Monument (on July 18, 
see July-August Jbérica) but the many criticisms 
of his project have led him to postpone the cere- 
mony. 


EARTHLY PROBLEMS 

Martin Artajo’s article is much more than a simple 
literary essay; it signifies an attitude of peace and 
harmony which is becoming more and more preva- 
lent in Catholic circles, as contrasted to the spirit of 
intransigence and rancor which seems to remain as 
the exclusive privilege of those in power. 

But the truth is that while the man in the street 
bears no rancor over the Civil War of 1936, he is 
more concerned with earthly problems than with 
deep meditations. This can well be imagined when 
one considers the ever increasing cost of living. Trans- 
portation fares have gone up 50%, tobacco is costly 
and scarce and wine has almost doubled in price. 
Price controls have been removed from cotton, wool 
and other textiles. This is logical from the point of 
view of the manufacturers, whose obsolete machinery 
makes their production costs enormous, but who can 
afford to buy a new suit? And as to shoes, one of the 
biggest manufacturers told me only a few days ago 
that as long as the purchasing power of the people 
does not increase the manufacturers will continue to 
lose money, because they have no choice but to ac- 
cumulate their stock of merchandise or else close 
down half their factories. 

To return to official spheres, we all know that 
spectacular diplomatic triumphs are usually claimed 
to offset economic and political failures. But this 
month the harvest is a modest one: Franco and 
Salazar’s meeting in Ciudad Rodrigo to decide on a 
“Peninsular” position with respect to the common 
European market and the “Euratom” did not receive 
very favorable diplomatic commentaries, and the visit 
made by the Minister of the Navy, Admiral Abar- 
zuza, to the United States did not seem to have made 
much of an impression on anyone. Even in the very 
conservative circles of the capital it was being said 
that Spain has problems that are more urgent than is 
that of creating a “light-weight, rapid and well- 
equipped navy” for a war which, seen from here, 
seems more than problematic and which no one 
seems to worry much about anyway. 

And in connection with the United States, finan- 








cial circles here have been perplexed by a report 
of oil drilling ‘in a place in Spain” by an American 
oil company, the “General American.” According 
to a report published in the United States on the 
activities of 62 American oil companies, this Spanish 
oil drilling is being done in collaboration with a 
Spanish company, a matter which is not known in the 
financial circles of the country. Can it be a state 
enterprise, transacted through the I.N.I. in secret? 
No one seems to know the answer. 

Finally, relations with Morocco continue to be far 
from idyllic. As far as Tunis is concerned, one can 
well imagine that the proclamation of a Republic 
fell like a bomb on the monarchist Spanish diplomats, 
and like two bombs on the rulers of the “Catholic, 
Social and Traditional Kingdom.” For time has 
passed, even though the clocks of El Pardo Palace 
seem to have stood still on that July 18 of 1936. 

Time has passed. Last Friday in the Casa de 
Campo (a park outside of Madrid) the bones and 
belt of a soldier who died in the Civil War were 
found at the foot of a tree. With whom did he fight? 
Where did he come from? What was he fighting for? 
No one knows. It seems almost as though fate were 
answering the plea of Sr. Martin Artajo. The heri- 
tage of that July 18 is the bones of a young, un- 
known Spaniard. But young men of today want only 
one heritage of that July 18: That its spectre stop 
weighing on the lives of all Spaniards; that it stop 
separating us and that those in power stop traffick- 
ing with the blood of that lost generation in pursuing 
their own selfish objectives. 

Madrid, August 1, 1957. 





DIPLOMATIC INTERLUDE 


August is not apt to be a propitious month for poli- 
tics. It is the month of all or nothing, catastrophe or 
summer calm. The government moves to its summer 
headquarters in San Sebastian, Madrid is emptied of 
political personages, and here we Madrilenos remain, 
avoiding the holes in the sidewalk or standing in line 
for the bus under a desert sun, trying to decide 
whether to splurge on a small beer or two, now that 
it has soared to an astronomical price. 

Nevertheless, the apparent calm hides intense dip- 
lomatic activity. Everyone knows that the Spanish 
Government is more adroit at diplomatic disputes 
than at the ungrateful task of trying to control in- 
flation, and that one of its peculiar abilities con- 
sists in knowing how to take advantage of the inter- 
national situation at every moment. 
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THE CASTIELLA-FAURE MEETING 

When the present cabinet was formed we pointed 
out that it was more “pro-European” than “pro- 
Arab.” Subsequent events have confirmed this first 
impression. We have also referred to talks held with 
right-wing French leaders with an eye to attaining a 
future rapprochement with the neighboring country. 
Now these preliminary talks have had their first re- 
sult: the Castiella-Faure meeting in San Sebastian, 
which had been prepared in the greatest secrecy for 
fear that it might be a fiasco. Rumors of the im- 
pending meeting were not confirmed until 24 hours 
before Sr. Castiella received M. Faure in the Hotel 
“El Cumbre” of San Sebastian, on August 24. 

In order to understand the state of mind of the 
Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs on the eve of the 
meeting one should be familiar with some of the 
preoccupations which, disturbing the summer peace 
of the government, took up 18- hours of his meeting 
on the day before, August 23, in the Palace of Ayete. 
On that occasion Sr. Ullastres, Spanish Minister of 
Commerce, delivered a mile long report on the prob- 
lem of the increase in prices of food products, reper- 
cussions of the French monetary devaluation and the 
state of foreign credits. 

Another cause of concern to the government has 
been the aggravation of the tense situation in Ifni. 
Unverified reports originating in Morocco accused 
the Spanish legionnaires in Ifni of having killed an 
Istiqlal member and of having wounded several other 
Moroccans. Later there were rumors of other inci- 
dents in the frontier posts of Tigisit and Tajenat. The 
report that Moroccan military forces had shot down 
a Spanish plane was denied in Madrid. This was the 
situation when the Council of Ministers held in Rabat 
decided, on the initiative of the King (as the Sultan 
is now called) to put an end to the “complex” situa- 
tion of the Zone of Ifni and to negotiate with Madrid 
for the reintegration of this territory with Morocco. 

The Spanish position is that Ifni was permanently 
ceded to Spain by the treaties of 1860. But the 
Moroccans argue that this treaty was incorporated 
into the Moroccan Protectorate Agreement of 1912 
and, hence, was automatically terminated when the 
Protectorate was dissolved. They also point out that 
Ifni was not occupied by Spain until 1934, during 
the Republic. 

But let us leave Mr. Castiella’s Moroccan worries 
for a moment and focus our attention on his triumphs 
in San Sebastian. Because they are triumphs, as has 
been confirmed by persons close to the government. 
The phrase “Once again it can be said that there are 


IBERICA 


no Pyrenees” was said, first in subdued tones, but 
then out loud, without fear of appearing ridiculous. 

In spite of the desire of official circles to present 
the interview as an expression of platonic friendship, 
it appears that various concrete results can now be 
made known: In the first place, there has been a 
veritable avalanche of French offers, especially in 
economic matters: support for Spain’s admission to 
the E.O.E.C. (European Organization of Economic 
Cooperation), Spanish participation in exploiting the 
mines of Fort-Gourault and in future oil drilling 
in the Sahara, and tempting references to questions 
related to the Common European Market which so 
much interests the rulers of Madrid. 

Of course along with these offers the French Min- 
ister of State outlined his government’s point of view 
on the problems of Algiers, indicating his interest not 
only in Spain’s vote in the U.N. but also Spain’s 
possible influence on the votes of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries. 

For his part the Spanish Minister emphasized the 
need for French collaboration in Morocco (undoub- 
tedly thinking of Ifni) and he renewed old demands 
aimed at the Republican exiles living in France. 

It appears that as far as the problem which most 
interested the French Minister of State was concerned, 
Sr. Castiella was highly discreet. The awkward bal- 
ance which the Algerian problem poses for Spain in 
the United Nations could be upset by promises and 
assurances extended too far in advance. 

It would seem that the matter stopped at that, 
although in certain circles there is talk already of 
secret agreements, especially with reference to Moroc- 
co. In any event, the Spanish government considers 
the San Sebastian interview as a first step toward 
future negotiations with France. In the meantime 
some megalomaniacs even speak of “possible Spanish 
mediation” in the Algerian conflict. As we know 
there are “incurable mediators” in Spain who have 
clung to their suppressed vocation since 1949. But 
for the moment the only real victory is that the press 
which is close to the Quai d’Orsay has forgotten that 
Spain lives under a dictatorship and it extols the 
friendship between the two governments. 

Times have changed very much since the incident 
between Juan Aparicio, former Director General of 
the Spanish press, and the editor of Le Monde who 
replied to the former's insinuations that “his pen was 
not for sale.”” Months have passed and today Le 
Monde itself is for sale in the kiosks of Spain, but 
the editor in question concentrates on writing about 
. .. the bullfighting season in Spain! 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1957 


The other side of the medal is composed of the 
reactions to the Castiella-Faure interview in Rabat, 
where the rumors are courteously discredited in of- 
ficial circles and violently refuted in Istiqlal circles. 
In the meantime it appears that the situation has 
worsened in Ifni where the tradespeople are main- 
taining a sort of strike. The Moroccan Ambassador 
who had flown to Madrid to negotiate the Ifni 
question returned to his country without having seen 
Sr. Castiella who was taken up with his trans-Pyre- 
nean diplomacy, but it is almost certain that he will 
return early in September and then the litigation 
over Ifni can be delayed no longer. In order to humor 
Rabat it is being said in official circles of Madrid 
that Spain has a plan for a Mediterranean Com- 
munity which would be very much to the liking of 
the Moroccan monarch, but this device is too trans- 
parent to convince the Moroccan diplomats, who 
are as wise as they are young. 

But this diplomatic interlude is followed by a rude 
awakening. Like the “papas” returning from their 
vacations, the political personages are returning to 
Madrid to find that there are many bills to be paid. 
In this case the bill that they will have to confront 
will have to take the form of devaluation. Why? Be- 
cause of the situation of the foreign credit reserves. 
In order to obtain a momentary (and fictitious) in- 
crease in foreign credits it was necessary to paralyze 
almost all “clearings” in the month of August. It 
has been more difficult than ever to obtain an im- 
port license and a concession of credit in foreign ex- 
change. In practice importation is actually paralyzed 
and the partial devaluation of several months ago has 
not sufficed to stimulate exports. So a new devalua- 
tion will be necessary, which, in addition, will facili- 
tate the situation of the French importers of citrus 
fruits, now that their own currency has been de- 
valued. 

In our country in which one is as dependent on 
the climate as one was in the Egypt of the Pharoahs, 
all hopes are pinned on the coming orange crop. 
Devaluation would facilitate exports in general, and 
as far as imports are concerned, what is now an 
artificial limitation, imposed by the government, 
would become a natural one, imposed by prices. 

Would the prices of certain products go up even 
more? That is a horse of another color, and already 
the industrialists are openly complaining because as 
they say, “How are we to improve productivity and 
lower our costs with obsolete machinery?” And “How 
are we to install new machinery in view of the im- 
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Editorial 


IN SEARCH OF A NEW PROP 


The reorganization of the Falange, reported else- 
where in this issue, is neither as mild nor as short- 
sighted as one might be led to conclude by the way 
in which it has been presented in the press. Some 
commentaries point out that this measure means the 
liquidation of the Falange from the political arena, 
others see it as an attempt to end with the dissidence 
existing within its ranks between monarchists and 
old guard Falangists; it has been suggested that 
through this measure General Franco wishes to grant 
the monarchists greater freedom of movement, while 
others see it as a means of clamping down upon 
disturbances within the organization. 

We agree that the Falange has remained outside 
of the political arena as a party, in that it no longer 
has any significance in that sense. Divided and cor- 
rupt, its emptiness of content known to all, it did not 
serve, it could not serve, as a real or fictitious prop 
for General Franco. This decree or reorganization 
has done no more than to officially recognize an 
existing fact. 

Among the members of the Falange there are 
those who joined up as a personal convenience, those 
who joined out of fear for their own safety and those 
who joined in a spirit of youthful illusion. The first 
group deserted the ranks long ago; the second gave 
it up when they realized that they were no longer 
in danger and among the third group some have shed 
their youthful hopes while others have joined opposi- 
tion groups such as “Democratic Action,” ‘“Repub- 
lican-Socialist” or ‘‘Laborists,” etc. 

General Franco has tenaciously pursued his plans 
to officially change the organization of the Falange, 
and he waited until the time was ripe to make them 
official. That the time was ripe for a blow at the 
Falange is amply demonstrated by the fact that not 
the slightest sound of protest has been heard from 
what was called “the only politica: party of Spain.” 
For General Franco waited until the Falange was a 
putrid corpse before writing out its death certificate. 

At the same time General Franco has been cau- 
tiously preparing the way for the replacement of the 
Falange by another organization which could lend 
him the service that the Falange no longer has to 
offer: the vertical Syndicates. The appointment of 
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Sr. Solis Ruiz, Chief of the Syndicates, as Minister 
of the Falange in the cabinet in February already 
hinted at this plan to build up support in the Syndi- 
cates. Having Sr. Solis as a cabinet minister the gov- 
ernment can depend on the Syndicates, and in the 
Syndicates the government hopes to channel the op- 
position currents of social and economic natures that 
are cautiously appearing. 

Even while constituted as they are in Spain the 
Syndicates are a force, and the government would 
try to direct this force through the arm of Sr. Solis; 
but the truth is that this force cannot be controlled 
by either the Chief of Syndicates or General Franco. 

Already a very disturbed meeting of heads of Syn- 
dicates has been held in Madrid in which some syn- 
dical representatives expressed themselves in no un- 
certain terms about present conditions and uttered 
threats as to what might happen if no remedies can 
be found. 

It can easily be understood that General Franco 
would like to use the Syndicates as a shock absorber 
between the government and public opinion, but one 
cannot forecast the trend that these organizations 
might take. The strike of 3000 industrial workers in 
Bilbao this month is an indication that the control 
of the Syndicates could well slip right out of the 
hands of those who would control them. 
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port difficulties and the increase in prices?” The 
average manufacturer is at his wits end, and like 
99% of the Spaniards, he piles all the blame for the 
situation on the Caudillo and the military. 

Just to show that all of this is not a laughing 
matter the last balance sheet of the Bank of Spain, 
that of July 31, showed an increase of more than 
2,500 millions of pesetas in circulation over the state- 
ment of the month before. 


RIDRUEJO TO BE RELEASED 
Not to forget strictly political matters, here is a re- 
port which reaches me just as I end these lines. It 
appears that Dionisio Ridruejo is to be released on 
provisional liberty on bail. We will see if some general 
will place his veto this time. But it also appears that 
Ridruejo’s political friends, Srs. Baeza and Mencha- 
ca, will remain in the prison of Carabanchel awaiting 
a trial which, from what is being said, the misnamed 
administration of justice is in no hurry to schedule. 
There can be no doubt but that, although they 
did not cool the spirits of the young followers of the 
ex-Falangist writers, these arrests did somewhat dis- 
organize his incipient party. Ridruejo’s release on the 
eve of the new academic term in the university will 
stimulate the opposition forces in intellectual circles, 
not only in Madrid but in some of the bigger cities. 
Once again I would like to call attention to the 
great indifference or even scorn that exists in intel- 
lectual circles with reference to the official activities 
which those of us who have an informative duty 
must write about. For example, diplomatic activities. 
It is an indifference which is unlike that of the man 
in the street who does not read newspapers (not one 
single newspaper today has the circulation of La 
Correspondencia de Espana in 1898! ! !) and does 


_ not care to be informed about anything. No, it is an 


indifference of another type: the indifference of he 
who considers that the regime is condemned and that 
its frauds are beneath contempt. Whether or not they 
are right is a tough question on which we need not 
have an opinion. The facts are there. Let others judge 
of its importance. I only wish to give one example 
of this indifference: two days after the San Sebas- 
tian interview I spoke to six different friends during 
the course of the morning. Net one of them knew 
about the interview. Two of them had bought the 
Hoja de Lunes. . . . But they had only read the 
sport pages! 

Madrid, September 1, 1957 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Geneva, July, 1957 
Permit me, first of all, to congratulate you heartily 
for the great Spanish labor being achieved by JBERI- 
CA, a labor that is constructive, open-minded and gen- 
erous, far from all sectarianism, and most useful to 
the cause of the urgently needed union of free Span- 
iards of all tendencies in the task of giving form to 
the new democratic Spain which is already (I do not 
wish to seem over-optimistic, but that is what many 
of us feel) within arms’ reach. In a word, my impres- 
sion of your magazine is that it corresponds perfectly 
to its name* and to its motto: “For a Free Spain”. 
That is a lot. 

I was especially surprised, and most pleasantly so 
inasmuch as it concerns a quality not frequently en- 
countered in exile spheres, by the great capacity of 
adaptation of this agile and combative review to the 
new situation created in Spain since February, 1956 
by the open rebellion of the University and of large 
sectors of the middle and working classes against the 
dictatorship. To adapt oneself is to be young. To adapt 
oneself is to survive. If all the groups of exiles were to 
sense this same acute anxiety to renew their mentality, 
to be once again up to date in Spain, in order to es- 
tablish a solid and lasting system of spiritual resonances 
with the problems and aspirations seething in the in- 
terior of the peninsula, then what a great stride would 
have been taken toward the freedom and justice of 
our people! 

And the new generation of today, the new genera- . 
tion that is liberal, syndicalist, socialist, needs to adapt 
itself too. It needs to assimilate a tradition of cultural 
and political freedom, the democratic experience—the 
brief, ever sabotaged and stifled democratic experience 
of Spain—whose unwritten, living testimonials are cer- 
tainly not to be found within the borders of the asep- 
tically “purged” Franco Spain. In short, it is neces- 
sary for us to educate ourselves, to complete ourselves, 
to mutually improve ourselves, in order to perfect our 
aim at the common objective . . . 

With respect to IBERICA, I offer it my most en- 


* The word “Ibérica”, or “Of the Iberian Peninsula’, has a 
certain liberal connotation and above all a connotation of 


harmonious relationships between the various peoples of the 
peninsula. 
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thusiastic collaboration. I am a 31 year old Spaniard 
of a family of the Regime and of an intellectual pro- 
fession, who has voluntarily left Spain in order to fight 
against Franco and for freedom and justice in our 
country. 


MIGUEL SANCHEZ-MAZAS 





Madrid, July, 1957 


The latest issues of JBERICA make constant allusions 
to the repression aimed at Catholics in Spain. Similarly, 
the recently published book Espaia en la Encrucijada* 
by Sr. Semprun Gurrea demonstrates that the Catholic 
Spanish State is not as Catholic as it would like to 
appear to be. 


What is the attitude of Catholicism with respect to 
Franco? And who is the valid representative of this at- 
titude? Certainly not the groups of Christian Democrats 
and of other moderate tendencies. Catholicism is rep- 
resented by the Pope and the Vatican. The supreme 
authority of the Pontiff is a fundamental principle of 
the Church, which has never made any concessions on 
this point. 


In the unfortunate Spain of today one of the forces 
that has contributed most to the downfall of freedom 
is the Catholic Church, represented by the majority of 
members of the Spanish Episcopate with the approval 
of the Holy See. 


The Church recognized the Franco regime in 1937; 
later it cooperated in the establishment of the “Social, 
Catholic Monarchy” and then it proceeded to ratify 
an intolerable state of affairs by signing the Concordat 
of 1953. Once this was settled the Pope bestowed the 
“Order of Christ”, the most highly coveted order of 
the Vatican, on General Franco. 


There can be doubt but that the many Spaniards 
to whom Catholicism is a religion and not merely a 
political tool heartily disapprove of this untenable situ- 
ation. Nevertheless these groups only represent pri- 
vate points of view; they do not encounter their due 
resonance in either the official attitude of the Holy 
See or in the collective attitude of the Spanish Epis- 
copacy. 


In addition to the fact that it recognizes and con- 
firms a concept of Catholicism repellent to liberals, the 
Concordat at present in force meddles unjustifiably in 
the private and public life of the Spaniards. 


Thus, for instance, the Concordat establishes that 
the books included in the Papal Index may neither be 
published in Spain or imported there. With the blessings 
of the Pope, we Spaniards are deprived of the privilege 
of reading European masters such as Boccaccio or Vol- 


* Espana en la encrucijada, Ibérica, New York 1956. 


16 


taire, and now Unamuno is forbidden. Naturally 
L’Osservatore Romano has never criticized this measure. 
What difference does it make if many Catholics are 
displeased? They are not the Church. 


The Concordat imposes the obligation of teaching 
Catholic dogma on all the educational institutions of 
Spain. Non-religious education is impossible in this 
country. Religious examinations are compulsory in the 
universities, and a student of Economics, Chemistry 
or Medicine must pass an examination in catechism be- 
fore a priest if he is to obtain a degree in his chosen 
field. It is well known that these examinations are not 
taken too seriously in university circles, but the fact 
remains along with the corresponding humiliation for 
non-Catholic students. 


The Concordat invades the terrain of civil law and 
establishes that Catholics may only contract ecclesiasti- 
cal marriages, to which civil legality is endowed. As in 
the eyes of the Church all who have been baptized are 
Catholics, and this includes practically all Spaniards, 
anyone who does not accept the official religion can 
not be married by the civil authorities of the nation 
unless he is able to provide a certificate stating that 
he is not a Catholic, and such a certificate can only 
be obtained if he actually wasn’t baptized, or if the 
parish priest in question is unusually broad-minded. 
Could there be any greater humiliation for free men? 

Every type of activity must bear the seal of the 
Catholic confession in order to exist. What more noble 
ideal could there be for the Spaniards, what more ap- 
pealing and practical solution to the grave problems 
of our country, than the integration of Spain into a 
united Europe? Yet the regime obstinately prevents the 
dissemination of such ideas. It only tolerates a languid 
existence to an organization known as the “Spanish 
Association for a European Federation”, founded and 
directed by University students and young professional 
men of unequivocally Catholic orientation. Similarly the 
meetings in San Sebastian sponsored by the SEU (Fa- 
langist Student Organization) and those of the “Centro 
Europeo de Documentacién”, held in the Escorial and 
presided over by Archduke Otto of Hapsburg, only 
seek a token cooperation with Catholic rightists of 
other European countries. 


For the good of all, we hope that moderation and 
common sense will be imposed in the Vatican; but 
if the Church does not wish to be held directly re- 
sponsible for the present situation in Spain it will 
have to deprive the Generalissimo and his banner- 
wavers of authority, or the Spanish Episcopacy must 
collectively make public its disapproval of the abuses 
of the regime. If this does not take place then the 
Catholic Church is going to have to answer to the 
Spanish people for having violated the sovereignty of 
their country and their dignity as human beings. 


(SIGNED) 


IBERICA 











late news 


THE CASTIELLA-FAURE 
MEETING 


On August 24 the Spanish Minister 
of Foreign Relations, Sr. Castiella, 
had a meeting with the French 
Secretary of State, M. Maurice 
Faure, at the former’s residence in 
San Sebastian. The following topics 
were taken up during their talk: 

1. Questions of mutual interest 
to their respective governments in 
Morocco, Western Sahara, Mauri- 
tania and Rio de Oro. 

2. A possible Spanish participa- 
tion in the exploitation of the mines 
at Fort-Gourauld. 

3. The question of Spain’s posi- 
tion, should the problem of Algiers 
be introduced in the United Na- 
tions. 

4. Economic relations between 
France and Spain and the possi- 
bility of Spain’s admission to the 
E.E.C.O. 

5. The problem posed (to the 
Franco Government) by the pres- 
ence of thousands of Spanish refu- 
gees in France. 

Although the importance of this 
meeting should not be exaggerated, 
it undoubtedly indicates a desire 
on the part of the French Govern- 
ment for better relations with the 
Spanish Government. 


Moroccan reverberations 


On August 26 M. Francois Roux, 
Counsellor of the French Embassy 
at Rabat, submitted a report on the 
Castiella-Faure talk to Si Bekkai, 
Moroccan Prime Minister. 

On that same day the Moroccan 
newspaper Al Alam published the 
following comment: 

“The two nations that formerly 
imposed their protectorate on Mo- 
rocco have attempted to negotiate 
secret agreements in view of Mo- 
rocco’s decision to liberate the zones 
of the Sahara that are still under 
their administration. The Moroc- 


can Government has expressed its . 


position in a statement issued by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which 
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clearly states that Morocco will not 
recognize any secret agreements 
made between France and Spain.” 


THE IFNI SITUATION 


The situation continues to be tense 
in the small Spanish administered 
enclave south of Morocco called 
Ifni. According to a report pub- 
lished at the end of August in the 
Moroccan newspaper Al Alam 
Spanish soldiers had fired at peace- 
ful citizens of Ifni and had killed 
an Istiqlal member there. Other 
reports claimed that there had been 
seven victims. 

Le Monde of Paris has stated that 
this unrest in Ifni-has been largely 
the result of Spanish deportation 
to the Canary Islands of twelve Is- 
tiqlal leaders of Ifni. 

The basic cause however rests on 
Spain’s refusal to negotiate the ques- 
tion of Ifni’s return to the rest of 
Morocco. 

The Moroccan Minister of In- 
formation, Sr.. Reda Guedira, has 
stated that “The King of Morocco 
has decided to put an end to the 
complex situation of the zone of 
Ifni. The Spanish presence there 
has its origin in a fishing concession 
granted by treaty. We wish to ter- 
minate this treaty by negotiation 
and to effect the reintegration of 
Ifni into the national territory.” 


SPAIN NEGOTIATES 
WITH EAST GERMANY 


Early in August trade discussions 
were initiated in Madrid between a 
delegation from East. Germany and 
Spanish authorities. Newspapers of 
Paris, Strassburg and Marseille state 
that General Franco has given carte 
blanche to his emissaries to initiate 
contacts in the Central European 








* countries. 





A TRADE AGREEMENT 
WITH POLAND 


A commercial agreement has been 
signed in Paris between the Spanish 
Exchange Control Board and the 
Narodowy Bank. Polski, of Warsaw, 
whereby direct trading of $18 mil- 
lion worth of produce will be ex- 
changed between the two countries. 

This arrangement will replace the 
highly inconvenient triangular trade 


system of “in transit” shipments 
through neutral ports, as resorted 
to by Spain when General Franco 
was still advocating a “complete 
boycott” of the communist domin- 
ated countries. 

According to this agreement Po- 
land will send coal, steel products, 
industrial equipment and _ rolling 
stock to Spain who in turn will send 
citrus fruits, iron ore, pyrites and 
potash and footwear to Poland. 


INVESTIGATION REQUESTED 
OF BASE PROGRAM 


Hearings were held by the House 
Subcommittee on Department of the 
Airforce Appropriations, Represen- 
tative George H. Mahon, of Tex- 
as, Chairman, on July 11. 
Following some discussion of the 
entire Spanish base complex, which 
is estimated to cost the American 
taxpayers an overall total of one 
billion dollars, and a series of ques- 
tions and answers pertaining to the 
technical difficulties encountered 
because of the acute water shortage 
in some of the base sites, Mr. Ma- 
hon announced that the Subcom- 
mittee has requested an investiga- 
tion of the Spanish Bases program. 
We quote Mr. Mahon: 
“I would like to pose a more 
serious aspect of this thing. 
“Information of a serious nature 
has been received by this subcom- 
mittee on appropriations concerning 
the whole Spanish air bases com- 
plex. The information concerns the 
selection of airbase sites, contract 
specifications, prime contracts, sub- 
contracts, facilities, contract costs, 
contract performance and the re- 
sults achieved. 


Disturbing data 


“The data received by the commit- 
tee is so disturbing that it is re- 
questing the General Accounting 
Office of the Government, which is 
to some extent an arm of the Con-_ 
gress, to conduct an inquiry into 
the Spanish airbase complex and to 
submit an overall report to the com- 
mitee in conjunction with the re- 
ports to be submitted by its own 
investigative staff concerning the 
procurement practices, policies and 
procedures of the Department of 
Defense.” 


































































DESERTIONS FROM 
FRANCO SHIPS 


The Spanish Government sent two 
sets of crews over to California this 
summer to be trained to man two 
cruisers that had been turned over 
by the U.S. to Spain. These cruisers 
had been re-named the “Almirante 
Ferrandiz” and the “Lepanto” by 
the Spanish Navy. 

The men sent on this assignment 
had been especially selected for 
ability and intelligence. 

However, twelve of these men had 
other ideas; they seized upon the 
trip as an opportunity to fulfill a 
long cherished dream to make a 
break with totalitarian Spain. While 
in port at San Diego, the twelve 
crossed over the border into Mexi- 
co, but three were picked up by 
Mexican immigration authorities 
and two gave themselves up, all 
five claiming the right of political 
asylum in Mexico. 

At first Mexico refused this asy- 
lum, and the five sailors were re- 
turned to the United States where 
they are being held in the custody 
of U.S. Immigration officials. Be- 
fore returning to American territory, 
however, the sailors were persuaded 
to sign a statement, written in Eng- 
lish, a language which none of them 
are familiar with, to the effect that 
they wished to return to the U.S. 
in order to return to their ship. 

The United States Government 
wishes to return these five sailors 
to Spain in accordance with a 
Spanish-American Treaty of 1902, 
providing for the mutual repatria- 
tion of deserters from the armed 
forces of either country. However 
the sailors claim that as they de- 
serted in Mexico and have claimed 
political asylum, this Treaty should 
not apply in their case. The Cali- 
fornia branch of the Civil Liberties 
Union is defending them and was 
able to obtain a stay of deportation 
proceedings from Judge Thurmond 
Clark of the Federal District Court. 
The case is to be appealed shortly 
before the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals. 

Subsequently, after many. press 
reports in the Mexican press about 
the predicament of these sailors, the 
Mexican Government proceeded to 
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offer them asylum. 

Because of statements made to 
the American and Mexican press 
of a political nature these sailors 
would be subject to physical perse- 
cution should they be forcibly re- 
turned to Spain. 

(For a more complete account 
see Mr. Paul Jacobs’ article, “The 
Case of the Five Spanish Sailors,” 
in the September 5 Reporter Maga- 
zine. ) 


A soldier deserts 


On the other hand, a Spanish 
soldier on duty in Morocco deserted 
and shipped on a Dutch ship. Upon 
docking in Vancouver and learning 
that the ship was scheduled to re- 
turn to North Africa, the soldier 
jumped ship but was picked up by 
Canadian Immigration officers who 
put him on another Dutch ship. 

When the ship docked at San 
Pedro the Spanish soldier left it 
and tried to cross the Mexican bor- 
der, but was picked up by American 
Immigration officials. 

However the Civil Liberties 
Union appealed his case to Immi- 
gration authorities and he has been 
permitted to enter Mexico, which 
in the meantime had extended the 
right of asylum to this refugee from 
Francoism also. 





MORE CENSORSHIP 


On August 8 an official decree was 
announced providing that all books 
entering Spain would have to pass a 
board of inspection and censorship, 
a dependency of the Ministry of 
Information and Tourism. 

All books sent into Spain through 
the mails are to be subject to in- 
spection and censorship. 

Wry comments are being made in 
intellectual circles in Madrid as to 
whether this is one of the antici- 
pated “broadening effects” of Span- 
ish membership in UNESCO. 





CATHOLIC REVIEW 
BANNED 


The magazine Signo, published by 
the young members of Catholic Ac- 
tion, has been suspended as a result 











of having published an editorial in 
connection with statements made by 
General Franco to the “National 
Catholic Welfare Council” press. 


The editorial comments on the 
inequitable distribution of income 
in Spain and the lack of civil rights. 
It also denounces “a crisis in leader- 
ship and a crisis of system” in 
Spain, and warns that it is neces- 
sary to be concerned about the sit- 
uation “so that history will not re- 
peat itself.” 





ARRESTS IN BARCELONA 


Five ex-Falangists, now total ene- 
mies of the Franco regime, have 
been arrested and imprisoned in 
Barcelona. They are the following: 

Francisco Farreras, former editor 
of the Falange magazine Estilo and 
ex-director of the Syndical School 
of Barcelona. 


Ramén Viladas, Assistant Profes- 
sor of Political Economy in the Uni- 
versity of Barcelona; ex-director of 
the Institute of Hispanic Studies, 
and former lawyer for the Syndi- 
cates. 

Pedro Gomez Santamaria, former 
soldier of the Blue Division, at pres- 
ent a textile manufacturer. 

Juan Rosanes, ex-Falangist, a tex- 
tile manufacturer. 

Juan Roig, a former member of 
the Confederacién Nacional de 
Trabajo. 

The five are accused of having 
formed a clandestine organization, 
the “Nueva Republica”, and of be- 
ing in contact with exiles. 





DIONISIO RIDRUEJO 
RELEASED FROM PRISON 


After five months in prison Dionisio 
Ridruejo has been released from 
prison on provisional liberty on bail. 
Ridruejo, a former Falangist who 
today is one of the most active op- 
ponents of the Franco regime, was 
imprisoned last spring as a result 
of statements made by him in an 
interview published in the Cuban 
magazine Bohemia, which were cri- 
tical of the Franco regime. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH FATHER LABURU, S.J. 


The following interview with the Spanish Jesuit, Father 
Enrique Maria de Laburu, appeared in the Mexican 
newspaper Excelsior on August 2, 1957. Father Laburu 
left Spain recently to settle in Mexico City, where he 
now occupies the Chairs of Ethics and History of 
Philosophy at the Ibero-American University. 


“What has been the effect of the imposition of com- 
pulsory religious training from primary schools through 
the university, in Spain?” 

“It always is negative to impose something. And 
when that which is imposed is a belief the results can 
be catastrophic.” 

“Has the imposition of religion by the Franco re- 
gime in Spain been catastrophic?” 

“It has had a completely negative effect, especially 
in university circles.” 

“Did the students rebel against this imposition?” 

“They did what is even worse: bored and disillu- 
sioned, they have separated themselves from us reli- 
gious men, without solving thetr problem.” 

“Their spiritual problem . . .?” 

“Disillusioned in their profound feeling for religton-— 
not for Catholicism. The figures are eloquent.” 

“What figures?” 

“The results of a survey made by the Falange Stu- 
dent Syndicate from questions submitted to the two 
hundred and thirty top students of the Universities of 
Madrid and Murcia; that is, from a selective minority 
who reflect the atmosphere in general.” 

“What about these figures?” 

“70% of those questioned agreed that official Ca- 
tholicism foments pharisaism.” 

“Go on.” 


“Almost 80% of the students maintained that free- 
dom of worship is perfectly compatible with a vigor- 
ous Catholicism.” 

“When was this survey taken?” 

“Not quite two years ago. The students were also 
asked if the schools of religious orders should be given 
preferential standing. 71% replied in the negative. The 
last question was as to whether the Church has fo- 
mented cultural progress in Spain,” 

“How did they answer?” 

“Three quarters answered this question in the nega- 
tive.” 


“The conclusions are not at all encouraging . . .” 
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THE YOUTH OF SPAIN AND 
THE FRANCO REGIME 


A DISILLUSIONED YOUTH 

“Frankly, the conclusions are sad. The Spanish stu- 
dents are aware that internal and external problems 
exist and that efforts are made to hide these problems 
from them.” 

“And how does this affect them?” 

“With a profound bitterness, an open hostility to- 
ward the bourgeois world which is a legacy of their 
elders.” 

“Hence with a skepticism . . .” 

“That, no. Thank God the youth of Spain is not fun- 
damentally skeptical! It no longer believes in national 
‘myths’ and it rejects the myth that ‘Hispanicism is the 
same as Catholicism’.” 

“So the themes of the regime do not go over. very 
well?” 

“The Spanish students also reject the idea that. the 
Civil War of 1936 was a ‘Crusade’.” 

“Is it true that, as the regime asserts, all of these 
ills can be attributed to communist influence?” 

“Let me answer that question with a remark made 
by an illustrious priest, Father José Maria Llanos, in 
connection with the concern of some over the close 
association of workers and students: ‘Danger of com- 
munist contagion? ... Marxist ideas? . . . Perhaps. But 
in any case this association strengthens the university 
student. He becomes familiar with the hard life of 
other children of God, who are just as much children 
of God as is he himself . . .” 

“How would you summarize the attitude of the 
Spanish university students?” 


“YES. WE KNOW WHAT WE DON’T WANT” 
“I woud summarize their attitude by quoting the fol- 
lowing remark addressed to me by a group of students 
at the end of one of a series of lectures that I de- 
livered at the University of Madrid during Lent this 
year: ‘We are not yet certain as to what we want, 
but we do know what we don’t want, and that is the 
present situation’.” 
“Is this your first visit to Mexico?” 
“My first. And were I to be sincere, I would have to 
admit that it would be a great effort for me to return 
and live in Spain’s present atmosphere again.” 
“You prefer this atmosphere?” 
“I have found an alive and vigorous country, and 
a cheerful, optimistic youth that believes in its future.” 
“Have you been in touch with your compatriots of 
both sides?” 



















































































“To me there are no sides, there are only Spaniards. 
But were I to harbor a preference it would be for 
those whom the violent winds of the Spanish tragedy 
brought to this friendly and generous country.” 

“Why?” 

“Because they are the ones who have suffered the 
most. I would like to be the friend of all—Mexicans, 
Spaniards .. . Let those who believe accept me as both 
friend and priest; let those who are not believers ac- 
cept me as their friend.” 


WILL SPAIN BE SAVED? 


“Will Spain be saved?” 

“Her youth—workers, farmers, intellectuals—all of 
the members of the new generations who do not ac- 
cept the present conformism but rebel against it, are 
preparing to save Spain.” 

“Do the young priests participate in this rebellious- 
ness?” 

“As much or even more than the others, the young 
priests do not hesitate to show themselves to be op- 
posed to the slogan ‘The State is the same as the 
Church’.” 

“From which one can conclude that these last twenty 
years in Spain have been negative in spiritual mat- 
as 5. 

“In one of my lectures at the University of Madrid 
I stated that I preferred the Catholicism of the Re- 
public as being an authentic Catholicism to this pres- 
ent, amorphous, indefinable Catholicism.” 

“Ts this your personal opinion?” 

“This is not merely my personal opinion. I have 
heard it expressed by very many persons representing 
every point of view in Spain.” 





“So it is true, we repeat, that your conclusions are 
not very encouraging for the Franco regime . . .” 

“In addition there is the negative factor that a 
great majority of Spanish Catholics of today are Cath- 
olics by opportunism only.” 

“Is the fight taken up by the new generations of 
priests an active one?” 

“I will tell you about an incident that occurred re- 
cently in the Spanish College at Rome, where the 
most outstanding students of the Spanish seminaries 
are sent to study.” 

“The ‘group leaders’?” 

“Exactly. Well a group consisting of a priest who 
was a member of the Falange Council and two Fa- 
langist syndicalist laymen visited the Spanish College 
with the intention of propagating their syndicalist ideas. 

“Among other things they affirmed that the doc- 
trine of Pope Leon XIII was antiquated and not suit- 
able to our times.”. 

‘What was the students’ reaction?” 

“To refute the visitors in so peremptory a fashion 
that they had no choice but to leave, but not before 
one of the Falangists commented:‘We are all in the 
same boat, but the difference is that if things change 
one day we will know how to swim.” 

“One last question, Father Laburu. Do you really 
believe that Spain will be saved?” 

“I fully believe that it will, provided that we make 
the words of Sr. Gordén Ordds* in his New Year’s 
Message come true: 

““Over and above our own ideas, all we Spaniards 
must come to an agreement to save Spain.’” 


* Félix Gordén Ordads, President of the Spanish Republican 
Government in exile. 





PRICE INCREASES BY 


































GOVERNMENTAL DECREE 


Early in August the Franco Gov- 
ernment issued a decree establish- 
ing increases in the prices of cer- 
tain products and transportation 
rates. 

Transportation fares in Madrid 
are’ increased by 50%; bread 20%, 
wine 85%, beer 25%, tobacco 35%, 
oil 22%. Thus the wage increases 
authorized by the Government in 
November, 1956, are nullified by 
the increase in the cost of living. It 


is rumored that the Government 
plans to remove all price controls 
so as to release itself theoretically 
from this great responsibility. Con- 
trols have already been removed in 
the Catalan textile industries. 
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STRIKES IN BILBAO 


Three thousand shipyard workers 
went on strike in the “Constructora 
Naval” shipyard of Bilbao on Sep- 
tember 3. 


The strike is completely passive 
and orderly. Several workers who 
were discharged after having gone 
on strike tried to go back to work, 
but Civil Guards prevented them 
from returning to the factory. 

Leaflets are being circulated bear- 
ing the workers’ demands for a daily 
wage of 85 pesetas (less than 
$2.00) and requisites on a par with 
those pertaining to administrative 
personnel with respect to vacations 
and benefits. 

It is reported that the strike was 
called in view of the company’s re- 
fusal to consider petitions submitted 
by the workers two months ago. 








SOVIET BATTLESHIPS 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 


On August 28 a qualified member 
of the Spanish Ministry of the Na- 
vy reported that during the three 
preceeding weeks five Soviet battle- 
ships had entered the Mediterran- 
ean through the Straits of Gi- 
braltar. 





U.S. AID FOR SPAIN 


On August 26 the Appropriations 
Committee of the Senate approved 
a total allotment of $3,025,660,000 
for the foreign aid program. A sum 
of $40,000,000 had been earmarked 
by the House in defense support for 
Spain, however the Senate Commit- 
tee reduced this figure to $35,000,- 
000. 
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